What’s Missing -

Lead - Like mercury, lead is a potent neurotoxin that accumulates in soft tissues and bone
over time. Lead is a poisonous metal that can damage nervous connections (especially in
young children) and cause blood and brain disorders.

Lead is rarely found in source water, but enters tap water through corrosion of plumbing
materials. Homes built before 1986 are more likely to have lead pipes, fixtures and solder.
However, new homes are also at risk: even legally “lead-free” plumbing may contain up to 8
percent lead. The most common problem is with brass or chrome-plated brass faucets and
fixtures which can leach significant amounts of lead into the water, especially hot water.

Chlorine - A nasty but cheap chemical used for water purification, in disinfectants, and
in bleach. It is used to kill bacteria and other microbes in drinking water supplies and
public swimming pools.

Because chlorine cannot discriminate between good bacteria and bad bacteria, chlorinated
water destroys much of the intestinal flora, the friendly bacteria that help in the digestion of
food and which protects the body from harmful pathogens.

Chlorinated water contains chemical compounds that are carcinogens resulting from the
combination of chlorine and compounds in water. These chemicals do not degrade very
well and are generally stored in the fatty tissues of the body (breast, other fatty areas,
mother's milk, blood and semen). They can cause mutations by altering DNA, suppress
immune system function and interfere with the natural controls of cell growth.

CYStS - A cyst is a sack that encloses an organism during a dormant period, such as in the
case of certain parasites. Cysts protect a parasite from the acid of the stomach so that it may
pass through to the intestines unharmed where it can then break out.

VOC’s - Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are organic chemical compounds.
Common artificial sources of VOCs include paint thinners, dry cleaning solvents, and some
constituents of petroleum fuels like gasoline and natural gas.

MTBE - a chemical compound that is a volatile, flammable and colorless liquid that is
reasonably soluble in water. MTBE has a minty odor leading to unpleasant taste and odor
in water. MTBE is a gasoline additive, used to raise octane. It has been found to easily
pollute large quantities of groundwater when gasoline with MTBE is spilled or leaked at gas
stations.



